
Photo (above): William reading at 

Wakefield Library with the Black Horse 

Poets, and Margutte Poets from Mondovi in 

Italy, in 2014. 

 

W 
illiam Thirsk-Gaskill is a 

writer and performance 

poet who lives in Wake-

field.  He has two full-

length publications: a novella called Escape 

Kit, published by Grist in Huddersfield, and 

a collection of poetry entitled Throwing 

Mother In The Skip, from Stairwell Books in 

York.   

William was born in Leeds in 1967.  

He studied chemistry at Liverpool 

University.  He has worked in the IT 

industry since 1997.  

William moved to Wakefield in 2009.  

He enrolled with the Open University, and 

took a diploma in creative writing.  His 

first published work, in poetry and short 

fiction, began as OU assignments.  In 

2011, he won 2nd prize in the Grist short 

fiction competition, judged by Helen 

Simpson and run from the University of 

Huddersfield.  William’s first experience 

of reading his work in public was at the 

2011 Huddersfield LitFest.  The resulting 

collection is called Outside the Asylum.   

Poetry soon followed.  Three of his 

poems were accepted for publication in a 

Grist anthology entitled A Complicated 

Way Of Being Ignored.  One of the three is 

Dear Jared, which has become William’s 

signature poem, and is a companion piece to 

Dear George, written by Claire Jones, one 

of William’s former OU colleagues.   

The reading tour to promote A 

Complicated Way Of Being Ignored 

culminated in a reading by 14 of the 

featured poets (plus a guest appearance by 

Claire Jones) at the 2012 Ted Hughes 

Festival in Mytholmroyd.  Michael Stewart, 

the Grist editor-in-chief, delegated the 

organising of this to William.   

During this time, William met and 

performed alongside many of Yorkshire’s 

best-known contemporary performance 

poets and writers, including Michael 

Stewart (who is also the Grist editor-in-

chief), Gaia Holmes, Char March, Julia 

Deakin, Steve Nash, Matthew Hedley 

Stoppard,  Becky Cherriman, Julie Mellor, 

John Newsham, and Greg White.  The 

anthology was reviewed in the Yorkshire 

Post by Ian McMillan,  and William’s 

villanelle, Throwing Mother In The Skip, 

was one of only two pieces picked out for 

special mention (the other being In Praise 

Of The Office Cleaner, by Geraldine 

Clarkson).  

William performed five times at the 

2013 Ilkley Literature Festival.  Four of 

these were as part of an event called 

Walking the Line.  A line-up of four poets 

(Michael Stewart, Julia Deakin, Gaia 

Holmes, and William Thirsk-Gaskill) gave 

four evening performances, and over the 

intervening three days, they walked 47 

miles from Marsden to Ilkley, along the 

Stanza Stones route which had previously 

been established by Simon Armitage.  The 

performances were each accompanied by a 

collection in aid of The Reader 

Organisation.  The receptacle for the money 

was one of Simon Armitage’s walking-

socks.  William has yet to meet the eminent 

poet in flesh, but he has carried one of his 

socks.   

William’s other appearance at Ilkley 

that year was a 50-minute solo performance 

at Ilkley Playhouse, under the title, 

Throwing Mother In The Skip. 

His poetry collection of the same name 

was published in June 2015.  The launch 

took place at The Red Shed in Wakefield, 

during that year’s LitFest, shortly after he 

married Valerie Anderson, who is also a 

writer.   

Several of William’s recent 

performances have been with A Firm Of 

Poets, a venture started by Ralph Dartford 

and Matt Abbott.  William is looking 

forward to the forthcoming joint events with 

WordLife, at Unity Works.   

December 2015. 

William Thirsk-Gaskill 
Escape Kit is available from  Inpress Books: www.inpressbooks.co.uk 

Throwing Mother In The Skip is available from Stairwell Books: www.stairwellbooks.co.uk 

William’s Twitter handle is @wthirskgaskill.  You can find him on Facebook.  His blog is 

http://iamhyperlexic.wordpress.com 

If you are interested in booking him for a performance, please contact him initially via social 

media, and he will send you his email or postal address or phone number, as required. Rates 

for performances are negotiable, but will usually include travelling expenses.   

Photo (centre): William with his mock skip at Ilkley Playhouse, 2013.  


